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C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  f o r  t h e  R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  R e se a r c h e r s 

 
 

 
 
 
I n  its c ap ac ity as the  r e p r e se n tativ e  o f  G e r m an y' s u n iv e r sitie s, the  G e r m an  R e c to r s'  
Co n f e r e n c e  ( H o c hsc hu l r e k to r e n k o n f e r e n z  – H R K )  
 

- w e l c o m e s the  in c r e asin g  atte n tio n  w hic h the  E u r o p e an  Co m m issio n  is sho w in g  
to w ar d s r e se ar c h an d , in  p ar tic u l ar , to w ar d s u n iv e r sity r e se ar c h in  the  c o n te x t o f  
e stab l ishin g  a E u r o p e  o f  K n o w l e d g e ; 

- su p p o r ts in  p r in c ip l e  the  E u r o p e an  Co m m issio n ' s p o l itic al  g o al s c o n n e c te d  w ith the  
R e c o m m e n d atio n  o n  a E u r o p e an  Char te r  f o r  R e se ar c he r s an d  o n  a Co d e  o f  
Co n d u c t f o r  the  R e c r u itm e n t o f  R e se ar c he r s; 

- v al u e s the  Char te r  as an  im p o r tan t r e c o m m e n d atio n  that ac ts thr o u g h the  f o r c e  o f  
its ar g u m e n ts an d  that n e e d s to  b e  im p l e m e n te d  b y r e se ar c he r s, f u n d e r s an d  
e m p l o ye r s as a v o l u n tar y m e asu r e  f o r  e thic al  o r ie n tatio n ; 

- p o in ts o u t that m o st o f  the  g o al s o f  the  Char te r  hav e  al r e ad y b e e n  im p l e m e n te d  in  
G e r m an y o r , su c h as in  the  c ase  o f  the  v al u e  o f  in te r u n iv e r sity m o b il ity, f o r  
e x am p l e , ar e  p ar t o f  the  G e r m an  tr ad itio n  in  sc ie n c e  an d  r e se ar c h; 

- p r e se n ts the  G e r m an  u n iv e r sitie s'  u n d e r stan d in g  o f  the  Char te r  an d  the  Co d e  in  
the  attac he d  I m p l e m e n tatio n  P r o to c o l  an d  p o in ts to  p o te n tial  o b stac l e s an d  f u tu r e  
task s to  b e  ad d r e sse d  in  the  im p l e m e n tatio n  o f  the  Char te r . 

 
T he  H o c hsc hu l r e k to r e n k o n f e r e n z  ( H R K )  ad o p ts the  Char te r  an d  the  Co d e  an d  
r e c o m m e n d s its m e m b e r  u n iv e r sitie s to  c o n sid e r  the  r e c o m m e n d atio n s c o n tain e d  in  the  
Char te r  an d  Co d e  w he r e  the y hav e  n o t ye t b e e n  im p l e m e n te d  r e sp e c tiv e l y w he r e  the ir  
im p l e m e n tatio n  is n o t im p e d e d  b y statu to r y an d  o the r  l e g al  p r o v isio n s. T he  H R K  w il l  as f ar  
as p o ssib l e  su p p o r t the  p r o c e ss o f  im p l e m e n tin g  the  Char te r  b y p r o v id in g  the  G e r m an  
u n iv e r sitie s w ith r e c o m m e n d atio n s an d  in f o r m atio n  se r v ic e s. T o  this e n d , the  H R K  w il l  
in itiate  a p r o c e ss to  id e n tif y the  v ie w s an d  o p in io n s o f  the  G e r m an  u n iv e r sitie s, e sp e c ial l y 
o n  the  q u e stio n  o f  w hic h f r am e w o r k s that o b str u c t the  im p l e m e n tatio n  o f  the  
r e c o m m e n d atio n  stil l  n e e d  to  b e  c han g e d . 
 
 
O r ig in al  sig n e d  b y P r o f e sso r  B u r k har d  R au hu t, A c tin g  P r e sid e n t o f  the  G e r m an  R e c to r s’  
Co n f e r e n c e  in  B r e m e n , 2 3  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 5  
 
 
 
  
 



I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  P r o t o c o l  o n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C h a r t e r  f o r  R e se a r c h e r s a n d  o n  a  C o d e  
o f  C o n d u c t  f o r  t h e  R e c r u i t m e n t  o f  R e se a r c h e r s 

 
 
I n  the  o p in io n  o f  the  G e r m an  u n iv e r sitie s, the  f o l l o w in g  p o in ts c o n tain e d  in  the  E u r o p e an  
Char te r  f o r  R e se ar c he r s an d  the  Co d e  o f  Co n d u c t f o r  the  R e c r u itm e n t o f  R e se ar c he r s n e e d  
f u r the r  d isc u ssio n  an d  c o n sid e r atio n  in  o r d e r  to  f ac il itate  the  im p l e m e n tatio n  o f  the  
Char te r  an d  the  Co d e  b y u n iv e r sity in stitu tio n s an d  b y in d iv id u al  r e se ar c he r s. T he  he ad in g s 
u se d  f o r  the  in d iv id u al  p o in ts r e l ate  to  the  r e l e v an t se c tio n s an d  su b se c tio n s c o n tain e d  in  
the  Char te r  an d  the  Co d e , r e sp e c tiv e l y: 
 

Section 3 : D ef initions  
 
R e se a r c h e r s 
 
T he  G e r m an  sc ie n c e  an d  r e se ar c h syste m , j u st l ik e  m an y o the r  E u r o p e an  syste m s, is 
c har ac te r ise d  b y g r e at v ar ie ty in  its r e se ar c he r  p r o f il e s. T his is w hy the r e  is so m e  d o u b t as 
to  w he the r  the  Char te r ' s u n d e r l yin g  d e f in itio n  o f  a r e se ar c he r  as se t o u t in  the  g u id e l in e s 
in  the  F r asc ati M an u al  ( O E CD  2 0 0 2 )  w il l  n o t l e ad  to  in ap p r o p r iate  l e v e l l in g  w hic h, f o r  
e x am p l e , w o u l d  al so  d e f in e  sc ie n c e  j o u r n al ists as r e se ar c he r s. T his c o n tr ad ic ts the  
tr ad itio n  that e x ists in  G e r m an y in  the  f o r m  o f  p r o f e ssio n al  d e f in itio n s an d  c o l l e c tiv e l y 
ag r e e d  e m p l o ym e n t c o n tr ac ts. 
 

Section 1 : T h e E u r op ea n C h a r ter  f or  R es ea r ch er s  
 
G e n e r a l  P r i n c i p l e s a n d  R e q u i r e m e n t s A p p l i c a b l e  t o  R e se a r c h e r s 
 
T h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  m a d e  b y  r e se a r c h  t o  so c i e t y  
 
O n  se v e r al  o c c asio n s, the  Char te r  e m p hasise s the  n e e d  f o r  r e se ar c h to  b e  r e l e v an t an d  
b e n e f ic ial  to  so c ie ty. T his is a p ar tic u l ar l y se n sitiv e  to p ic  f o r  the  u n iv e r sitie s. R e se ar c h 
f o r m s the  b asis f o r  the  c o n tin u in g  d e v e l o p m e n t o f  b u sin e ss, in d u str y an d  so c ie ty. T his is 
w hy the  u n iv e r sity m u st b e  g iv e n  the  o p p o r tu n ity to  p r o m o te  c o r r e sp o n d in g  in n o v atio n s 
b y p e r f o r m in g  b o th b asic  an d  ap p l ie d  r e se ar c h. I n  this r e sp e c t, the  u n iv e r sitie s e x p r e ssl y 
e m p hasise  the  p r o v isio n  c o n tain e d  in  A r tic l e  13  o f  the  Char te r  o f  F u n d am e n tal  R ig hts o f  
the  E u r o p e an  U n io n : " T he  ar ts an d  sc ie n tif ic  r e se ar c h shal l  b e  f r e e  o f  c o n str ain t. A c ad e m ic  
f r e e d o m  shal l  b e  r e sp e c te d ."  
 
P r o f e ssi o n a l  r e sp o n si b i l i t y  o f  r e se a r c h e r s (p r o f e ssi o n a l  a t t i t u d e ,  c o n t r a c t u a l  a n d  
l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n s,  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  su p e r v i so r s)  
 
I n  the  o p in io n  o f  the  G e r m an  u n iv e r sitie s, ac ad e m ic  f r e e d o m  an d  the  r e se ar c he r ' s 
ac c o u n tab il ity to w ar d s so c ie ty an d  the  sc ie n tif ic  c o m m u n ity ar e  in se p ar ab l e . H o w e v e r , this 
m u st n o t r e su l t in  hig hl y-d e tail e d  b u r e au c r atic  c o n tr o l  an d  in  e x c e ssiv e  r e p o r tin g , 
r e c o r d in g  o r  b o o k k e e p in g  d u tie s that se r v e  to  im p e d e  the  r e q u ir e d  c r e ativ ity. 
 
G e n e r a l  P r i n c i p l e s a n d  R e q u i r e m e n t s A p p l i c a b l e  t o  E m p l o y e r s a n d  F u n d e r s 
  
I n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s 
 
T he  G e r m an  E m p l o ye e  I n v e n tio n s A c t o f  2 0 0 2  d e l ib e r ate l y ab o l ishe d  the  u n iv e r sity te ac he r  
( p r o f e sso r ial )  p r iv il e g e  an d  al l o w s the  u n iv e r sity to  c o m m e r c ial l y e x p l o it the  in v e n tio n s o f  
its u n iv e r sity m e m b e r s ( r e se ar c he r s) . T he se  ar e  o b l ig e d  to  r e p o r t an y p u b l ic atio n s that 



c o n tain  a p ate n tab l e  in v e n tio n  to  the  u n iv e r sity. T he  ac t p r o v id e s f o r  the  r e se ar c he r  to  
r e c e iv e  a 3 0 %  shar e  o f  the  u n iv e r sity' s p o te n tial  g r o ss e ar n in g s in  the  e v e n t o f  a p ate n t 
r e g istr atio n . 
 
A w a r d  o f  r e se a r c h  g r a n t s (st a b i l i t y  a n d  p e r m a n e n c e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  f u n d i n g  a n d  
sa l a r i e s) 
 
T he  u n iv e r sitie s c o n tin u e  to  c o n sid e r  the  aw ar d  o f  r e se ar c h g r an ts to  b e  an  in d isp e n sab l e  
e l e m e n t in  p r o m o tin g  an d  d e v e l o p in g  e ar l y-stag e  r e se ar c he r s. S u c h g r an ts al l o w  
r e se ar c he r s to  c o n c e n tr ate  o n  the ir  r e se ar c h w o r k  w itho u t b e in g  b u r d e n e d  b y o the r  
d u tie s. I t is ab so l u te l y e sse n tial  that e m p l o ye r s p r o v id e  g r an tho l d e r s w ith in f o r m atio n  o n  
the  so c ial  se c u r ity im p l ic atio n s o f  the  f u n d in g  that the y aw ar d . T he  u n iv e r sitie s al so  
w e l c o m e  the  m in im u m  so c ial  se c u r ity c o v e r  f o r  g r an tho l d e r s in  the  f o r m  o f  o b l ig ato r y 
he al th an d  ac c id e n t in su r an c e  an d  m ate r n ity p r o te c tio n  as has b e e n  d e f in e d  in  the  
d isc u ssio n s he l d  to  d ate  o n  the  Char te r . T he se  d e m an d s ar e  b e in g  im p l e m e n te d  b y k e y 
G e r m an  f u n d in g  o r g an isatio n s. 
 
N o n -d i sc r i m i n a t i o n  
 
T he  p r in c ip l e  o f  n o n -d isc r im in atio n  o n  ac c o u n t o f  n atio n al  o r ig in  sho u l d  n o t r u l e  o u t the  
p o ssib il ity that n atio n al l y f u n d e d  g r an t p r o g r am m e s r e m ain  r e se r v e d  f o r  n atio n al s o f  the  
ho m e  c o u n tr y o r  f o r  ap p l ic an ts f r o m  sp e c if ic  c o u n tr ie s. 
 
V a l u e  o f  m o b i l i t y  
 
T he  u n iv e r sitie s e x p r e ssl y shar e  the  hig h e ste e m  w hic h the  Char te r  attac he s to  
g e o g r ap hic al , in te r se c to r al , in te r d isc ip l in ar y, tr an sd isc ip l in ar y an d  v ir tu al  m o b il ity as w e l l  
as to  m o b il ity b e tw e e n  the  p u b l ic  an d  p r iv ate  se c to r . T he y al so  shar e  the  o p in io n  that the  
l ac k  o f  o p p o r tu n itie s r e g ar d in g  the  p o r tab il ity o f  so c ial  se c u r ity r ig hts, e sp e c ial l y p e n sio n  
r ig hts, str o n g l y im p e d e s m o b il ity in  E u r o p e , ab o v e  al l , b e tw e e n  the  p u b l ic  an d  p r iv ate  
se c to r  an d  g e o g r ap hic al  m o b il ity. I n  this r e sp e c t, the  E u r o p e an  g o v e r n m e n ts ar e  u r g e n tl y 
c al l e d  u p o n  to  c o u n te r ac t this c o m p e titiv e  d isad v an tag e  f o r  G e r m an  an d  E u r o p e an  
r e se ar c h an d  to  c r e ate  in n o v ativ e  so l u tio n s. 
 
E v a l u a t i o n /a p p r a i sa l  sy st e m s 
 
A  p e r f o r m an c e -o r ie n te d  p r o f e sso r ial  sal ar y syste m  w as in tr o d u c e d  in  G e r m an y o n  1 
J an u ar y 2 0 0 5  that in c l u d e s p e r f o r m an c e  e v al u atio n / ap p r aisal . A s f ar  as r e se ar c h assistan ts 
ar e  c o n c e r n e d , f o r  e x am p l e , tar g e t ag r e e m e n ts c an  c e r tain l y se r v e  as a to o l  to  f ac il itate  
tr an sp ar e n t e v al u atio n / ap p r aisal . W he r e  a c o u n tr y an d  a sp e c if ic  c o m m u n ity o f  
r e se ar c he r s is l ar g e  e n o u g h, tr an sp ar e n c y c an  al so  b e  ac hie v e d  w ithin  a c o u n tr y an d  
w itho u t the  in c l u sio n  o f  f o r e ig n  e x p e r ts.  
 
C a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t /a c c e ss t o  c a r e e r  a d v i c e  
 
T he  d e v e l o p m e n t o f  a c ar e e r  p ath str ate g y f o r  r e se ar c he r s at u n iv e r sitie s c o n tr ad ic ts the  
G e r m an  tr ad itio n  o f  p r o hib itin g  in -ho u se  ap p o in tm e n ts, a tr ad itio n  that has b e e n  
e stab l ishe d  in  the  l aw s o f  the  in d iv id u al  f e d e r al  state s an d  w ho se  p u r p o se  is to  assu r e  the  
m o b il ity o f  r e se ar c he r s. F u r the r m o r e , the  G e r m an  u n iv e r sitie s attac h g r e at im p o r tan c e  to  
the  c o n tin u al  r e n e w al  o f  the ir  e ar l y-stag e  r e se ar c he r s an d  v ie w  w ith c o n c e r n  the  d an g e r  
o f  p e tr if ac tio n  in  the  staf f  str u c tu r e  o f  the  u n iv e r sitie s. I n  the  c ase  o f  e x p e r ie n c e d  
r e se ar c he r s w ho  c an n o t b e  g iv e n  a p r o f e sso r ship , w ays ar e  c u r r e n tl y b e in g  so u g ht to  
p r o v id e  the m  w ith p e r m an e n t e m p l o ym e n t w hil e  g r an tin g  sp e c ial  te r m in atio n  r ig hts to  



e m p l o ye r s. I n  an y c ase , G e r m an y' s u n iv e r sitie s c e r tain l y se e  the  n e e d  to  in c r e ase  the  
ad v ic e  g iv e n  to  r e se ar c he r s o n  p o ssib l e  c ar e e r  p aths w ithin  an d  w itho u t the  u n iv e r sity. 
 
S u p e r v i si o n  
 
G e r m an y' s u n iv e r sitie s c o n sid e r  the m se l v e s to  b e  r e sp o n sib l e  f o r  f u r the r  e x te n d in g  the  
su p e r v isio n  o f  e ar l y-stag e  r e se ar c he r s an d  d o c to r al  stu d e n ts an d  ar e  e n g ag e d  in  d ial o g u e  
w ith E u r o p e an  p ar tn e r s o n  d e v e l o p in g  v ar io u s m o d e l s w ith w hic h to  ac hie v e  this g o al .  
 
A c c e ss t o  r e se a r c h  t r a i n i n g  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s d e v e l o p m e n t  
 
G e r m an y' s u n iv e r sitie s c o n sid e r  the  d e v e l o p m e n t o f  c o n tin u in g  tr ain in g  p r o g r am m e s f o r  
u n iv e r sity m e m b e r s to  b e  an  im p o r tan t task  an d  hav e  d e v e l o p e d  v ar io u s m o d e l s in  this 
r e sp e c t. T he y d e f in ite l y se e  f u r the r  n e e d  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t in  this f ie l d , al b e it that 
ac hie v e m e n t o f  this g o al  is c u r r e n tl y ab o v e  al l  im p e d e d  b y f in an c ial  r e str ic tio n s. 
 
 

Section 2 : T h e C od e of  C ond u ct f or  th e R ecr u itm ent of  R es ea r ch er s  
 
G e r m an y' s u n iv e r sitie s w e l c o m e , in  p r in c ip l e , the  Co d e  o f  Co n d u c t f o r  the  R e c r u itm e n t o f  
R e se ar c he r s that has b e e n  p r e se n te d  as a g u id e l in e  f o r  e m p l o ye r s o n  the  ap p o in tm e n t o r  
e m p l o ym e n t o f  r e se ar c he r s. I t ap p e ar s im p o r tan t in  this r e sp e c t that the  p r o p o se d  c r ite r ia 
ar e  al w ays ap p l ie d  e q u al l y an d  n o t o n  a c ase -b y-c ase  b asis. F o r  u n iv e r sitie s in  the ir  
c ap ac ity as e m p l o ye r s, the  b asic  p r in c ip l e  ap p l ie s that the  au to n o m y o f  the  e m p l o ye r ' s 
d e c isio n  an d  the  g o al  o f  str e n g the n in g  sc ie n c e  an d  r e se ar c h m u st b e  c o n sid e r e d  in  e ac h 
an d  e v e r y c ase  as the  m ain  o b j e c tiv e  b e hin d  an y d e c isio n  to  ap p o in t o r  e m p l o y a 
r e se ar c he r . 


